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Church Record Laws 

 

BAPTISM RECORD HEADINGS 

 

Entry 
# 

Date 
of 

birth 

Date of 
baptism 

Name Sex Legitimate Illegitimate Parents’ 
Names, 
Religion 

M F 

1563

Roman 
Catholics 
required to 
keep birth 
and 
marriage 
registers

1614

Roman 
Catholics in 
Europe 
required to 
keep death 
registers

1660s

Earliest 
surviving 
Roman 
Catholic 
registers

1686

Most 
Roman 
Catholic 
registers 
start after 
departure of 
the Turks

early 
1700s

Reformed 
and 
Lutheran 
registers 
begin

mid 
1700s

Most 
Greek 
Catholic 
registers 
begin

1730

All religions 
required to 
keep 
registers 
under 
Catholic 
supervision

1771

New 
format

1781

Protestantism 
and Judaism 
officially 
recognized

1787

Protestants 
allowed to 
keep 
independent 
records

1788

Jewish 
communities 
required to 
keep birth, 
marriage, 
death records 
under Catholic 
supervision. 
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Residence and 
House # 

Godparents’ Names Name of 
Clergy 

Notes 

 

MARRIAGE RECORD HEADINGS 

 

Entry 
# 

Date of 
Marriage 

Names and 
occupations 
of bride and 

groom 

Place 
of 

Birth 

Place of 
Residence 

(including 
house #) 

Age Religion Marital Status 

Single Widowed 

 

 

Parents Witnesses’ first 
and last name, 
nationality and 

religion 

Name of 
priest who 
performed 
ceremony   

Number of banns 
read, did they 

receive 
dispensation, any 

impediments? 

Observations 

Names, religion 
and occupations 

  



  
 

BURIAL RECORD HEADINGS 

 

Entry 
# 

Date 
of 

Death 

Name of deceased, 
occupation, 

surviving family 

Place of 
Birth and 

Residence  

Gender Religion and Age 

M F 

 

 

Cause of Death Were last rites 
administered? 

Place and 
Date of 
Burial 

Name of 
Priest 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

© 2022 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in 
any form for any purpose without prior written permission.  

Additional Resources 

• Hungarian word list: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Hungarian_Genealogical_Word_List  

• Hungarian church record resources: 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Hungary_Church_Records  

• German word list: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/German_Genealogical_Word_List   

• Latin word list: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List  

• Austro-Hungarian Empire Genealogy: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Austro-

Hungarian_Empire_Genealogy  

• Free 20-min virtual research consultations: https://go.oncehub.com/ResearchStrategySession  

• Austro-Hungarian Group on Communities: https://community.familysearch.org/en/group/13-austro-

hungarian-empire  
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